Guidelines for Event Safety Officers (E.S.O) and Course Inspectors

An event safety officer is that person or person responsible for ensuring that all aspects of an event are as safe as practicable.

A primary responsibility for the ESO is to ensure that the course for the event is inspected for safety. A person or persons other than the ESO can be delegated to undertake this responsibility.

ESO’s and course inspectors should be familiar with the safety rules as are in the IFAF handbook.

Course Inspection

This is to determine that a course is safe to shoot.

(Judging is to determine that the rules pertaining to the course layout for an event are correct, e.g. that the distances are correct, the correct faces are used. These guidelines do not address judging.)

The correct course inspection sheet must be used. This must have at least two signatures.

If a responsible member of the host club, preferably the course layer, is not available to accompany the inspector then inspection is to be postponed until they are present.

Inspections should not be rushed. Inspectors must allow appropriate time, which will vary according to –


No of targets


How much the course has been altered since a previous inspection

Two accompanied inspectors may cover different parts of the course.

Inspectors must not be guided around the course, but must find their own way.

If part of the route is deemed unsafe it must be rectified. Every course may have major or minor hazards. It’s up to the inspector to judge whether the hazard is likely to cause an incident. It may be sufficient to tape an area, re-route the course or to warn competitors of some particular problem.

Any necessary alterations to the course must be done by members of the host club.

If a shooting situation is deemed unsafe, or becomes unsafe during the event, the inspector or ESO has the following options.


Having either pegs or target moved


Covering the target and announcing that is not to be used.

Appointing a person or persons to marshal the situation

The ESO is the final arbiter on all decisions concerning safety.

The safety of the course in general is to be based on assessing the possible activities of competitors who may be less fit, inexperienced, short of stature, left handed, or shooting bows with a high trajectory.

Other considerations for the ESO

Before and after a shoot, competitors like to use the practice target(s).  At least one experienced person must be available or be appointed to monitor the situation. Juniors and cubs must not be allowed to practice without adult supervision.

The ESO should emphasize the need for there to be an experienced target captain for each shooting group.

The First Aid provision by the host club must be checked.

ESO must be alert for any other hazards peculiar to the events that have not been specified above. E.g. boiling water in a refreshment area, children playing on and off site, approaching thunderstorm etc.

Liability

It is the duty of the ESO and course inspectors to be as vigilant and conscientious as possible. However, should any incident occur either through oversight or unforeseen circumstances, they will not be held in any way liable in respect of these responsibilities.

